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Edeé Yoruba gege bi ogun, ona

idanimo ti ko le e parun.

Asamo

Edé ni Olédumaré fi saami eédd ati éya ti edad
kookan je. Ladisi éde, ko lé si eda, ldisi eda ko lé si
Awiijo. Orisiirisii ise ni awon onimo ti se 16ri édé
Yoruba ti yoo fi maa gbooro si i, ti ko si ni [ parun.
Ona iparun ni édé Yorubd wa bayii, pelii owo ti
awon eléde yii fi mun un ati awon adari ti a le pe ni
ljoba ati liana ti won samulo. Pépa yii gbiyanju lati
wo tha ti awon omo Yoruba ko si ede yii lode oni.
Ona ti won 1 gba samulo re sdkald ldi ka & kim
ogun pataki. A se iforo-wani-lenu-wo pelii awon
eniyan awujo lati mo ibi ti ede Yoruba n doriko
bayii. O han gbangba pé awon ona pataki ti a lé
gba lati i i pé, édé Yoriibd ko parun ni a fi idi re
mule ninii pépa yii. A fe ki awon éniyan ri i pé édé
ko ju ede lo ati pé bi a ba se gbé ede wa ni awon
eya miiran y6o se ba wa gbé e. Ohun ti a fi idi re
mule nini ise yii ni pé, ljoba gbodo je ki édé
abinibi, padpad édeé Yoriibd je ohun ti a gbodo maa

samiilo 160ré-kéore, gege bi édé ofiisi, éde gbefe dti
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aigbefe, eyl ti 6 lé mi édeé ki éde naa wa ni ipo ti
ede Geesi, Faransé ati awon édeé ti won n 1o kaakiri

agbayé.

Abtract

Language is God's gift to humanity, a symbol of
identity and culture. Without language, there's no
culture, and without culture, there's no community.
Various researches have been conducted on the
Yoruba language, yet it is still facing extinction.
The Yoruba language is at a critical juncture due to
the influence of other languages and government
policies. This paper aims to examine the attitude of
Yoruba people towards their language in
contemporary times. The paper highlights the
importance of preserving the Yoruba language and
culture, emphasizing the need for government

support and community engagement to prevent the

language extinction. The researcher consulted with
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community leaders, elders and members of the
society to understand the current state of the Yoruba
language. Findings show that there is urgent need to
take crucial steps to prevent the language from
going into extinction and promote the language and
prove to the world that it is not in any way inferior
to other languages of the world. The study
recommends that the government should prioritize
indigenous languages, particularly Yoruba, and
make it a language of instructions in all educational

institutions in Yoruba states in Nigeria.

ifaara

Edé ni ona ti a fi i da ¢ya kookan mo kariayé. Ko
si eya kan ti a I¢ maa fonrere re 14i ni éd¢ kan pato ti
a moomo. Adamo ni éde, bakan naa a maa f délé
ayé jogun re ni, latari ird eni ti 6 bi ni tabi eni ti a
gba ara re wayé ti ko fi ow0 yepere mu édé abinibi
re. Wahab (2016 :14). Bi éd¢ se f dagba naa ni 6
fi idagbasokeé awujo bee han, édé¢ Yoruba ko fi 9jo
kan reyin lati ayé Thomas Bowdich ti ¢ se atona
kiko édé nda peli awon bii Hannah Kilhan, John
Raban, C.A Gollmer, Bishop Ajayi Crowther ti 6

\\\\\\

won sise 10ri kiko ¢dé Yoruba sile, padpaa akoto ti 0
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yanranti. Ogun pataki ni édé j¢ fun eléde awujo
kookan ogtn ti ko gbodo bo sonu 10wo eni ti 6
jogun re ni &édé. Enikeni ti 6 ba so édé r¢ nu ti so
orirun r¢ nu. Ti édé ¢ya kan ba pare, ¢ya naa ti pare

niyen. Akinjogbon, (1982:1).

Oriki Edé

Edé ni ona ni orisiirisii ti 4 1 gba ba ara wa soro.
Adéfala (2015) jé ki 6 di mimo pé édé 1& wayé ni
kiko sile, siso lenu tabi fifi ara juwe. Nini gbogbo
awon woyii, éyi ti a fi so jade ni 0ga. Oun ni okun
int ti 6 gbé kiko sile ati fifi ara juwe jade. Adéoye
(2006:05) Edé je ohun kan pataki ti 6 ya wa soto
pelt awon ohun elémii yooku ti Qlorun da. O jé
abuda kan pataki ti a fi h mo eda adarihunrun. Bi 6
tile je pé awon eda yooku ni ona igbabéanisoro
tiwon, a ko tile 1& fi diwon édé éniyan rara. Alayé
Vic Web and Kembo Sure (2008:96) gun di¢; won
pe €dé ni &to (system). Oyetade (2014:2) ni tire,
salayé eédé gege bi ohun-ini ti Eledaa fin éniyan
gege bi ohun-¢1o fun ibanisoro. Bakan naa, Ajibadé
(2016:5) ki oriki édé gege bi “ohun ¢lo fun
ibanisoro”. Ohun ti ¢yi thmo si ni pé ‘¢de’ je atopo
tabi atdjo awon nnkan-kan (bii iro, &gé ird, org,
abbl.) 10na kan gbodgi t6 fi je pé atdjo won fin ni ni
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itumo tabi Oye itumo kan ti a 1¢ 10 fin isorg tabi

gbigbé éro okan eni jade. Nwogu (2004) jerii si ¢yi

nigba to so pé:

“Language is a man’s unique accomplishment.
More than anything else, it sets man apart from
animal world. It is the basis of all creative thoughts.
Without language, there would be no progress, no
civilization, no culture. The acquisition of language
is of particular importance for the process of

humanization and socialization”.(pg. 35)

“Edé je ohun ini éniyan. Ju gbogbo nnkan miiran lo,
6 jé ohun to ya éniyan soto lati ara ayé awon
eranko. O jé ohun ipile fun éro awa ¢da. Laisi ede, a
ko 1¢ ni ilosiwaju, ko ni si olaju, ko ni si asa. Edé
kiko jé ohun t6 se pataki fin ¢na isodééyan ati

ibasepo”.

Nitori pé &dé je ohun €10 ti awa eda n fi ba ara wa

sQro, 6 je ohun kan gboogi ti 6 mu ki ibara eni gbé

ati ibAsepo awa eda rorun ju ti awon ohun abemi

miiran bi eranko, eye tabi kokoro.
Trudgill (1974:1) so si ¢yi nigba t6 ni:

“Language is not simply a means of communicating

information. It is also a very important means of
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establishing and maintaining relationships with

other people”.

“Ede¢ ki i kan an se ilana ti ¢ya éniyan kan n gba lati
fi érd ind won han. O tn j¢ ona pataki lati fidii
ibara-eni-gbé-po mule ati 1ati ma ibara-eni-gbé-po
dar6 pelt awon elomiran”.

Edé Yoruba

Edé Yoruba je okan pataki lara awon ede, orile-edeé
Naijiria. A ri awon ti 6  so Yorub4 yii ni orile-¢de
mifran ni apa iwo oorun Afirika ati ni ile alawo
funfun. O soro pupo lati so patd ibi ti orako naa ti
san wéa. Qpolopo nnkan ni awon 0jogbon ti so nipa

\

re.

Awoniyi (1978) gbagbo pé ortko ti awon joji kan
ronu 1ati fun awon eya ti 6 n s &dé yif ni “Akd”.
Awon miiran tan gba pé awon Hausa ni 6 pile oruko
ti awon ¢ya yii fi jé 16nii, nitori awon Hausa yii ni 6
koko n pé okunrin ti won ni “Yaribawa” ti won si n
pe obinrin won ni “Yarabanci”. Atoténu miiran ni

pé lara ede ti a n pe ni “Niger Congo” ni ¢d¢ Yoruba

ti jade wa.

Awon ipinle méje 0tooto ti won fi so &éd¢ Yoruba.

Awon ipinle yii ni Eko, Ogun, Qy0, Osun, Ondo,

Ekiti ati Kaard. Awon apa kan ni ipinle Edo ati

Kogi a maa so éd¢ Yoruba bakan nda. Yato si orile-
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¢dé Naijirfa, a tin 1¢ ri ¢ya Yoruba ni orile-¢deé bi ile
Olominira Benin, Togo, Ghana, Sierra-Leone ati
Cote d’voire ni apa iwg oorin Afirika ati ile awon
alawo funfun bi Amerika, Cuba, Brazil, Haiti ati
Trinidad ni a tin ri awon ti 6 11 s €dé yii bakan néa.

Edé Abinibi

Ede abinibi ni &de ti éniyan ghonji ba tabi &dé ayika
omodé nigba ti a ba fé ko oro siso. Eyi si tin wa
lowo agbégbe ti ir omo bee ba ti ba ara re. Qmo ti
obi r¢ jé Falani ti won wé f gbé ni il¢ Yoribd, &dé
abinibi irt omo bée yo0 je Yoruba. Bi 6 tile jé pé
opo ariyanjiyan 16 wa 16ri ohun ti 6 ye ki édé
abinibi j¢ am¢ eyi ko 16 je wa 10gun nint is¢ iwadii

yii.

Edeé Yoruba Ajumolo

Ed¢ Yoruba ajumolo ni oléri-cka-édé kan ti a yan
laayo lara gbogbo ¢ka-éd¢ abe édé nld kan. A yan
an 1aayo laaarin awon eka-¢dé yooku fun ajumolo ki
agboyé ti 6 ja gaara ¢ wa nint éto ibara-eni-gbépo
ati ibasepo awujo. Eto ibasepo awujo 1é ro mo &to
is¢joba, oro-ajé, eko, imo-¢sin, ohun amuluadun ati
idaraya. Ohun ti Trudgill (1974:17) so nipa olori-
s ¢de Geesi ni 6 difa fun awon olori-eka-eéde
yooku néa, padpaa ede Yoruba.

Eka-Edé
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Onirur awon onimo ni won ti sis¢ 16ri eka-éde
Lara won ni Adétagbo (1967, 1982), Akinkughé
(1976, 1978), Oyelaran (1976), Olimiyiwa (1994)
ati Awobalayi (1998) Ohun ti ¢ka-¢dé jé ni edé ti 6
jé itewogba fun adugbo tabi agbégbé kan. Eka-&de
tabi &dé adfigho jé Sya &dé Al4. Byi ni pé &de Al4 kan
1é ni eya méji tabi ju bee lo, okookan ¢ya édé nla yii
ni ¢ka-édé. Eka-&dé ni ona isoro ni ona kan paté ti 6
fi fi awon nnkan ti 6 yato han nipa bi a ti fi pe &dé

tabi isoro lati agbégbé kan dé omiran.
Edeé gege bi ogin

4 1.7

Ogun ni ohun ti a ba 10w awon eni is44jh tabi
ti won fi sile fin wa, yala 10wo eni ti a mo tabi ti a 0
mo. (Awolalu 1978). Ogiin maa n towo enikan bo
sowo enikeji 1ati iran kan dé iran ti 4 0 le e mo yala
nipa ibi tabi 3jose. Ogun ni ohun ti won fi sile fun
ni lati maa fi se 0so gege bi i eda éniyan. Ogun ti
ko se ¢ fi tafala ni édé jé. Ni ti éd¢ Yoruba awon
babanla wa fin wa ni ogun ti awon €ya miiran n wo
gege bi goolu, sugbon ti awon ologiun n wo gege bi i
panda. Ohun 0s¢ pataki ni édé Yorubd je kariayé.
Eni ti 6 ba ni ogun yii, ti jogin igbéayé irorun ni

gbogbo ona.

Oduduwa ti 6 jé babanld awa Yoruba ni & gba

pé 6 koko so ¢dé Yoruba, sibe gbogbo
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okanlenirinwo irtnmol¢ ni won fi ogun yii sile fin
wa, padpaa peli awon ohun alimoni bi 1 0f9, ayajo,
adsan ogede ati bee bee lo ti 6 h mu wa jé eya ti ko
se ¢ fi owo 10 seyin lagbadyé. Ogiun wa ni éde
Yoruba ti a wa f sa a fun léde oni. Ogun yii gbayi
kaakiri débi pé ni orile ¢dé Amerika Cuba, Brazil ati
ile Jamani ni won ti n ko eko lati ja ogun yii gba
10w awon ologun. Sé ohun ti a ba ni ki 1 joni 16ju
ni oro éd¢ Yorubad je gege bi oglin awon elédé naa.
Edeé Yoruba gege bi idanimo

Ona pataki ti a fi i da ¢da kookan mo ni éde. Ti
a ba n pe omo Yorub4, édé won ni a fi 1¢ mo won
yato si awon €ya miiran. A ki i mo iya ¢so ju 0so lo
ni oro édé je. Eni ti 6 b si so ilé nu (bi éde) so apo
iya ko. Eni ti kO ba ni édé idanimo ki i se alaaye.
Eda gbodo ni édé kan pataki ti a fi mia ma toka si i
lati mo ira eda ti 6 jé. Edé ni a fi A mo orirun

enikookan lawujo. Ti ko ba si €de ko si eniyan.

Orisiirisii awon éniyan pataki pataki ti a & toka
si 1awtjo 16nii ni 6 je pé éd¢ Yoruba ni 4 fi mo won ,
Akinwumi Isola,

awon bi i Adébayo Faléti,

Lanrewaju  Adépoju, Durd Adéléke, Yemisi
Adébowalé, Fadékemi Adagbada ati bée beée lo. Ede

maa n je ki a 1¢ mo ara wa, e¢d¢ ni a fi h mo ilu
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enikookan, 6 11 j¢ ki a ml ihuwasi, isesi, ounje, ona

igbe ayé¢, aso wiwg ati bee bee lo.
EDE YORUBA : Ogin ti ko I¢ e parun

Pataki ni éd¢ jé lawujo éniyan. Edé ni ona ti a n gba
fi érd wa han si ayé gbo Fajenyo 2006:39. Ona t6
¢ya kan fi gba b4 ara won soro ni édé jé. Olorun fun
omo éniyan ni édé 1ati 1¢ ni idanimo ti 6 péye ki
won ma ba a parun. Ni ti ¢d¢ Yoruba, éd¢ yii ni a fi

fi ronq, ¢yi si f je ki awljo won maa ni ilosiwaju.

Léara ¢na ti édé Yoruba ko fi 1é parun ni a ti i
litiréso Yoruba ti 6 n fonrere igbe ayé awon Yoruba,
asd ati ise won ati ira eda tabi eya ti won je. Ni
gbooro, orile-ede Naijiria, ko fi bée ni ilosiwaju
bayii nitori pé won n fi oju tefibelt awon édé abinibi
won. Qjogbon Fagunwa sa ti pe akiyési wa ni nnkan
bi ogln odun s¢yin pé ona iparun ni ona ti a fi to
pelu gbigbé &dé eléde laruge, ti a si n fi owo ro ¢de

wa s¢yin.

..our state of underdevelopment has
remained for so long due largely to use of
English and French. We impart knowledge
and skills almost exclusively in these foreign
languages while the majority of our people,
farmers and craftsmen perform their daily

tasks in Yorubda, Hausa, Igbo, Nupe, etc. The

of Arts and Humanities (FUJAH)



FUJAH/Vol. 1, No. 2 | December 2024 | Pages 76- 83

question is: why not help them to improve
their social, economic and political activities
via the mother tongue? Why Insist on their
learning English or french first before
modern technology can be introduced to
them. In must developing countries, a few
towns and cities operate in English, French
etc while many rural villages and hamlets
operate

in the mother tongue... (Fafunwa

1989: vii...)

Ohun ti 0jogbon yii n fonrere ni pé édé wa ni o y¢
ka mi ni okinkun dun ki idagbaséke o ba a 1¢ wa,

r o

¢yi n fi han pé éde Yoruba ko 1¢ € parun, ti a ba 1o 6

bi 6 se to ati bi 6 se ye. Lonii awon onimg ti
gbiyanja débi pé edé yii ko le e parun mo. Awon
0jogbon bi i Kola Owolabi, ti @ fi édé Yoraba ko
awon onilé ise fila nla, ni ona ti won yoo fi maa sise
won peli lilo é&dé Yoruba gege bi ona
ibanisoro.Awon ilé igbim¢o asofin ni Ipinl¢ ti n lo
¢dé Yoruba lati maa fi se ijiroro leé kookan, bi i

Ipinl¢ eko ati ogun.

Awon 0bi gege bi i alatako ogo ¢dé Yoruba si gna

iparun.

Edé Yoruba ti a ni ko le e parun, ni a ri pé, awon

Obi 0de Oni 1 fi gbogbo ona wa isubt ¢dé nda. Won
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gbagbé pé, isubu ati iparun ara won ni won n wé. Ni
opolopo ilé, awon oObi ki 1 fe ki awon omo won, 6
so édé Yoruba mo, won a maa jaju mo won, idunnu
won ni pé omo won 11 s¢ ¢dé ¢ya miiran, padpaa ¢de
iya Sali. ( English language). “’Stop speaking
vernacular” ni a de n gbo ni il¢ kaakiri. Eyi ti 6 se

pé ilé - iwé ni won til¢ mda n so o tele tele teleerd.

Ohun abuku gba 4 ni o jé 1ati maa ba awon omo
so ¢d¢ wa. Ede wa ni a 1¢ fi ront, ki 4 si ni ilgsiwéju

r oz

ti 0 péye. (Owolabi 2002: 2) Ko si bi a se l¢ gbo
&édé ju eléde lo. O ye ki a sora, nitori pé édé Yoruba

ko le e parun, eni ti ko s9 0 ni 6 1€ parun. Awon

opolopo éniyan ni won n fi éd¢ Yoruba se ¢l 16nii.

Edé Yoruba : Ona Aiparun

Edé Yoruba ti di igi aloye kariayé ko si le &
parun mo. Awon orisiirisii onis¢ ona ni won fi gbé
édé yii laruge 16joojimd. Awon olorin, padpaa
awon ti won korin ¢ébo ni won ti pada n fi orin
Yoruba n gbayi kariayé. Bi apeere Nice, Olamide,
Sériki, ati bée bé¢ lo. Awon oséré tiatd ndd n
gbiyanju tiwon éyi ti 6 fi wa lokan bale pé édeé

\ by

Yoruba ko le e parun. Orisiirisii awon Onkowé

alatinuda nda ni won n gbiyanju tiwon.
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IKADII

Ebe 1 4 be 0sika ni 0ro nda da bayii, 6 yé ki a be
awon Obi pé ki won gba awon omo won laaye lati
maa so &d¢ Yoruba won, ki won le maa ront pela
lagkaye ti 6 péye. Awon Obi gan-an ni won jogun ti
won ko si fe ki awon omo won i oglin je 1ati 0do
won. Ko si ohun ti eniyan o 1¢ fi éd¢ Yoruba da 16de
oni, ti omo kan ba 1€ fi édé Yoruba ronu gege bi i
onimo tabi oniségun Oyinbd, onimo sayensi okiki
re yoo kan karfayé. Awon akékoo gbodo gbiyanju
lati maa so ¢dé Yoruba ki ironi wa ma ba a kuru
pelu rirona pelu eéde eléde, ti ki 1 je ki a ni idantro

ti 0 péye.
Iro le 1 pa Yoruba 0 le e parun,
atewo la ba 1a A meni 6 ko o,

Iro le 1 pa Yoruba 0 le e parun.

iwé itokasi

Courtnay, K. (1968). 4 generative phonology of

Yoruba. Ph.D Thesis. University of

California, Los Angelis.

Crystal, D. (Ed.) (1982). Linguistic controversies:
Essays in linguistic theory and practice.

London: Edward Arnold.

Crystal, D. (1992). 4 dictionary of linguistics and

phonetics. (3 rd ed.). Oxford: Blackwell.

Crystal, D. (1997). The Cambridge Encyclopedia of
Language (2" Edition). Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press.

Crystal, D. (2003). A4 dictionary of linguistics and

phonetics (4 th ed.). USA: Blackwell.

Dickson, R. D. & Dickson, W. M. (1982).
Anatomical and physiological bases of

speech. Boston: College Hill Press.

Dinnsen, D. A. (1976). Current approaches to

phonological  theory.  Bloomington:

Indiana University Press.

Dogil, G. (1980). Autosegmental phonology in
contrastive linguistics, In J. Fisiak (Ed.)

Current Issues in Linguistic Theory. Vol.

12.

Dummestre, G. (1970). Atlas linguistique de Cote

d’Ivoire.  Abidjan:  Institute  de
Linguistique Appliquee xi, Universite

d’Abidjan.

Durand, J. (1986). Dependency and non-linear

phonology. London: Croom and Helm.

82|Page - Fountain University Journal of Arts and Humanities (FUJAH)



FUJAH/Vol. 1, No. 2 | December 2024 | Pages 76- 83

Durand, J. (1990). Generative and nonlinear

phonology. New York: Longman.

Egbokhare, F. (1990). 4 phonology of Emai. Ph.D

Dissertation. University of Ibadan.

Ejele, P. E (1982). Towards the study of the

phonology of Esan. M A Thesis.

University College London.

Emenanjo, E. N. (1978). Elements of modern Igbo
grammar. Ibadan: Oxford University

Press.

Erendu, E. D. (1984). Towards the phonetics and

phonology of Ngwa. B. A. Project
Department of Linguistics and Nigerian
Languages.

University of Nigeria.

Nsukka.

Fabunmi, F. A. (1998). Tense, aspect and modal
systems in ljésa dialect of Yoriibd. MLA.
Thesis,

Ile-Ife: Department  of

Linguistics and African Language,

Obafemi Awolowo University.

Fabunmi, F. A. (2001). Notes on tense and aspects
in the Ijésa dialect of Yoruba: Studies in
African Linguistics, (UCLA, USA), 30,

113-114.

Fabunmi, F. A. (2005). “Isesi silébu olohun Oké

Yoruba  nind  Eka-édé  mofoli”.
Laangbasa: Jona Ise Akada ni Edé

Yoruba. Nofiba 4, No.55-66.

Fabunmi, F. A. (2009). Itipalé girdama Yorubd

mofoli (A grammatical analysis of

Yoruba Mofoli). Cape Town, South

Africa: The Centre for Advanced Studies

of African Society (CASAS).

Fabunmi, F. A. (2010). Negation and the scope of
negation in Yoruba mofoli. Germany:

VDM Verlag Dr. Muller

Aktiengesellschatft.

Fabunmi, F. A. (2012). “Negation in sixteen Yoruba

dialects”. Open journal of modern

linguistics  2013. Vol.3, No.l, 1-8

Published Online March 2013 in SciRes

(http://www.scirp.org/journal/ojml)

83| Page - Fountain University Journal of Arts and Humanities (FUJAH)



