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Relationship between the Story

and its Narrative: A
Narratological Study of Distance
in Jamiu Abiola’s “'Amal
Wagqi ‘lyyah”
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Abstract

The technique of narrative distance is considered an
important feature artistic beauty 1in narrative
criticism. It, according to structuralist narratologists,
refers to the fact that if the narrator, when
representing the story, completely mediates between
the readers and the story characters by presenting a
filtered story information and professionally taking
it up reducing it to event, readers will get minimum
information and a high reflection of narrator’s
personality. On the other hand, if he represents
characters’ actions and speeches in a vivid and
detailed manner which allows readers to receive
characters interactions direct, they will get more
story information and little narrator’s presence. This
paper aimed at revealing how story information,
which readers receive from the text of Jamiu
Abiola’s novel “'Amal wagi ‘iyyah,” is presented by
analyzing the use of the technique of distance based
on descriptive analytical method following Gerard
Genette’s theory, especially the technique of
distance. The study ended with two discoveries.
One, this novel’s narrator interchangeably uses the
four Genettean distance types, which reduces
reading monotony and heightens interest (due to
inability to predict which type comes next) and two,
reported speech is dominant. This story
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representation technique normally allows the
readers to directly see characters’ interaction as if
on stage and receive full and reliable story
information making them eligible to share these
characters’ feelings with them and be well-informed
enough to deduce lessons from the story.

Key words: Characters’ actions, Characters’ words,
Jamiu Abiola, Narrative distance, The novel “'Amal
waqi‘iyyah”,
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